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Local Assistance Day  
Statewide Quarterly Webinar 

 
March 22, 2022 

 

Questions, Answers & Links  
Materials for this presentation are located on the Sacramento State College of Continuing 
Education’s portal:  https://apps.cce.csus.edu/portal/fileShareView.cfm?forumID=6276  
Specific questions regarding the quarterly Local Assistance Day Statewide Webinar, please 
contact: Caltrans.DLA@dot.ca.gov  
 
Topic: Office of Environmental Compliance and Outreach 
 Kelly Hobbs – Kelly.Hobbs@dot.ca.gov  
 

1. Which Lean 6 Sigma projects are underway? I've been eagerly awaiting 
streamlining of CTC allocation processes. 
These are not an Environmental Question Per Se, we do not have any Lean Six projects 
right now. We have a list of improvements that have been made for environmental. 
 

2. Who else do you contact if you try to contact your local DLAE person and they 
don't get back you? I have experienced challenges getting hold of the DLAE 
contact in a particular division and it takes weeks or months to get a response? 
Thank you! 
The DLAE and District staff should be responsive to all partners. If your agency is having 
difficulties contacting your DLAE, please check the Local Assistance web site for your 
specific district for additional contact and information. You may also inquire with HQ 
staff. 

 
Topic: Office of Federal Programs  
 Robert Peterson – Robert.Peterson@dot.ca.gov  

 
3. If the division of local assistance teaches cities and local governments how 

to follow your procedures, who teaches contractors how to work with the 
local governments? 
Great question about who teaches contractors to work with local governments; 
given that our guidelines cover contracting, design, environmental, ROW, 
construction, etc. 
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4. I have an ATP quick build project that is state-only funded (no federal 
funding). Funds just got allocated for the construction phase at the CTC 
meeting. Do I still need to fill out and submit a Request for Authorization 
before advertising the project to construction? Or is the RFA only required 
for federally funded projects? 
No, the RFA is only required for federally funded projects. 
 

5. As a local agency, we do not belong to ACEC. So we don't benefit from the 
communication provided by the Caltrans liaison to ACEC members. For 
example, bridge consultants knew the PE>10 monitoring would be 
suspended before I was notified by our DLAE. I was notified when all the 
forms and spreadsheets I submitted in compliance with the PE>10 
monitoring program were returned unreviewed. It would be great to have 
the same 'heads up" on programming changes so we can effectively 
manage our heavy workloads. 
The Division maintains a Blog for the most current information.  Sign up to 
ensure you are receiving the latest communications from Local Assistance. 
 

6. When are cooperative agreements needed with Caltrans for any given 
project? 
A Cooperative Agreement is required when a Local Agency is working with 
Caltrans on a State Highway Project. 
 

7. What are the current guidelines for toll credit eligibility? 
See Chapter 3 of the Local Assistance Procedures Manual, Section 3.10 for Toll 
Credit guidance. 
 

8. Is At-Risk PE still included under IIJA? 
Yes, At-Risk PE is still available under IIJA.  
 

9. Is NEPA required when ARPA funds are used? 
NEPA is required any time that there is a Federal Nexus; the use of Federal 
funds, the need for a Federal permit, or an encroachment on federal lands 
 

10. Is NEPA required when funds from the recent Federal Appropriations bill 
are used? 
NEPA is required any time that there is a Federal Nexus; the use of Federal 
funds, the need for a Federal permit, or an encroachment on federal lands 
 

11. How would you complete the form 3a if we have earmarks, stbg, covid stip, 
stip, tcep, and local funds on a project? 
The 3-A requires a funding line for each Federal Fund Type.  As new type of 
funds are added to the Federal Aid Program, the 3-A will include them as an 
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option.  Non-Federal funds are incorporated onto on of the Federal fund lines as 
either State, Local or Other. 
 

12. Is it possible to request for at risk PE for the PE Phase for a HBP project?  
PE funds are currently programmed for a future year. 
This should be possible, the key is that the PE funds need to be programmed 
into the FSTIP. 
 

13. Can you please provide the list of the "dirty dozen"? 
Yes. We will post this with the training material. I was unable to put it into the 
Q&A or Chat. 
 

14. How does a project get into the FSTIP without federal approval? 
Administered Modifications do not require Federal Approval.  They are approved 
by either the MPO or State. 
 

15. Is the R/W cert required for RFA for construction, considered part of the PE 
phase or R/W phase? 
The R/W Cert is the final product of the R/W Phase. 
 

16. To confirm, the PED is a function of the phase of the RFA request, correct? 
Yes, it is expected that the PED will be updated with each phase and 
authorization request. 
 

17. For the ROW certification, ATP-federal funding requires the Local Agency 
to fill out form 13b.  For ATP-state funding only, what form can the City 
submit to CTC to certify ROW as part of the construction authorization? 
For State Only funded ATP projects, the agencies self-certify RW. 
 

18. For a bridge project. can agencies hire or bring construction management 
teams before the construction funds are approved. Currently PE is 
approved and ongoing. 
You can hire consultants prior to federal authorization. However, do not begin 
reimbursable work until the authorization and be sure to follow federal 
requirements for procurement. You cannot advertise for construction though prior 
to authorization. 
 

19. My question relates back to your poll question asking whether federal 
approval is needed for advanced PE.  The project needs to be in the FSTIP, 
so it needs federal approval. 
Thank you. Yes. The project needs to be in the federally approved FSTIP. It can 
be programmed as local funds which will be changed to federal funds later. The 
main points again is - you don't need a federal authorization prior to beginning 
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work. Later, when the FSTIP shows the federal funds, authorization and 
reimbursement can begin. 
You do need a federal authorization (or AC) prior to advertising for construction. 
The at-risk PE is for the PE phase only. 
 

20. Can you discuss the eligibility limitations involving CEQA clearance? 
comparing federal programs, federalized state programs like STIP, and 
state only funds. 
For ATP projects, is there a way to align the reversion or CWA lapse dates 
with the CTC extensions granted to projects? For example, if the Timely 
Use of funds (TUF) completion date and the CWA date are both 6/30/22, 
Caltrans wants agencies to deliver bills 2 months prior to the CWA lapse 
date, April 2022. However, the LAPM suggests delivery of bills is allowed 
180 days after the TUF approved completion date. 
If the Reversion date and the TUF date are the same, we will initiate a CWA and 
notify the local agency.  The Local agency should note if they do not need it.  
This exercise would be done in December of each year. 
 

21. If the R/W cert is part of the R/W phase, does that mean that the PE phase 
needs to be done? we don't have R/W funds, so do we have to do E-76 for 
R/W? 
The PE phase (Environmental and PS&E) is always done, it just may not always 
use Federal Funds.  The PE phase allows for some preliminary R/W work.  If no 
R/W is required and the R/W may be certified with the LAPM 13-A, this work may 
fall under the PE Phase.  
 

22. If you have ARPA funding and your project was not entered in the FTIP, do 
you still need to follow the federal process in getting an E-76 or NEPA R/W 
clearance? 
The E-76 process is required for any Federal Funding.  The project must be in 
the FTIP as a requirement to obtaining E-76 approval.  If the project is not 
federally funded, then no E-76 is required, and the Agency is able to self-certify 
the Right of Way. 
 

23. Can you quickly go over 10-C and the new database? 
I defer to the DLA Office of Guidance and Oversight. 
 

24. Sorry, I have to step out so I didn't hear the response about ARPA funding 
and I was going to ask about it too. Does ARPA funding need to follow 
other FHWA federal guidelines (ie E-76 or NEPA environmental etc, etc...)? 
If the funding is Federal, then it must follow the Federal Aid Process. 
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Topic: Office of Clean California Local Grant Programs  
 Gretchen Chavez – Gretchen.Chavez@dot.ca.gov  
 

25. After Clean California grant agreement execution, will Cities need to submit 
"Requests for Authorizations" to Caltrans or CTC Funding Allocations to 
authorize the funding? 
No, this program does not require CTC action. 
 

26. I didn't catch that--what form/paperwork does a recipient fill out to start 
reimbursable work? 
The executed RGA and Notice to Proceed are all that are required to start 
reimbursable work. 
 

27. Can you speak to the invoicing for the program?   
Invoicing guidance is being finalized but will follow the LAPM as closely as 
possible. 
 

28. Basically, FHWA and Federal guidelines are in conflict about local hiring so 
which guideline can the City follow?   
There are no federal funds in the CCLGP, therefore this should not apply. 
 

Topic: Office of State Programs  
 Cathy McKeon – Cathy.Mckeon@dot.ca.gov 
 

29. Projects that include design and environmental phases through 
construction take many years to complete in my community due to the 
need for robust outreach. Can longer project deadlines be incorporated? 
Live Answered 
 

30. Can you confirm the timeline for submitting invoicing for the Construction 
Phase in relation to Authorization (E76) and/or Construction Award? 
Live Answered 
 

31. Is the completion report due after completion of construction. Final 
delivery report isn't required until NI is done? 
Live Answered 
 

32. Trina mentioned that the ATP guidelines were updated to clarify that the 
executed date of the construction contract is the award date. Is this 
correct? Which section of the ATP guidelines can we find this in? 
Live Answered 
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33. If construction of the project is completed in a month where the counts are 
to be done the following year, how is the final delivery report affected? 
Live Answered 
 

34. Can we get a summary on each of the available training classes to help 
identify which classes staff may need? 
Live Answered 
 
 

35. Q: Chat disabled. But... I would like to have more information on AMODs 
(Project specifics on ATP, HSIP, Fed vs State) on what we can do at close 
out. 
Live Answered 
 
 

 
Appendix: Links 

 
 

DLA Home Page: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance  
 

Contact Division of Local Assistance: Caltrans.DLA@dot.ca.gov 
 

DLA Blog – News & Office Bulletins: https://www.localassistanceblog.com/  
  
DLA Email Announcement Sign-up for News & Trainings – Signup on the DLA Blog.  
 
DLA Training & Resource Page: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/training   
  
Caltrans District Local Assistance Contacts – District 1 – 12:  

• https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me 
• https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/other-important-issues/local-

assistance-contacts  
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