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Local Assistance Day  

Statewide Quarterly Webinar 
September 8, 2022 

Questions, Answers & Links  
Materials for this presentation are located on the Sacramento State College of Continuing 
Education’s portal, through the Cooperative Training Assistance Program (CTAP) website.  
 
Specific questions regarding the quarterly Local Assistance Day Statewide Webinar, please 
contact: Caltrans.DLA@dot.ca.gov  

 
 

 
Q: What is LTAP stands for? 
A: Local Technical Assistance Program – LTAP 
 
Q: Who helps to join Berkley trainings for Caltrans staff? 
A: Laura Melendy, the training coordinator from Berkeley writes: Berkeley trainings are open to 
the public. Caltrans can register at the subsidized rate. If Caltrans wants to host a class, they 
should contact the registrar. Answered live by Daniel Burke.  
 
Q: Very hard to get specific answer for registration fees payment mode. 
A: Thank you, Parminder. Please contact Sherri Graham, DLA Training Coordinator. Reach us 
at Caltrans.DLA@dot.ca.gov 
 
Q: Will the recording of this training be made available to registrants for accessing at a 
later time? 
A: Yes, the recording will be posted, along with today's materials. You will be notified of this 
resource when available. Visit the CTAP website.  
 
Q: Re Carbon Reduction Program: How come we don’t have apportionments for 
suballocations for FFY 2023 or the other years? Are those going to be calculated in 
advance, or will we be waiting until we’re in the FFY before getting the suballocation 
amounts? Do you have an ETA? 
A: The CRP apportionments will be distributed on an annual basis due to the annual 
Congressional apportionment; in effect it is TBD.  Apportionments are distributed by population 
categories.  For this year the apportionment is known for the population over 200,000+ 
category, the other population categories are TBD pending the release of the 2020 Census 
Urban Area Maps by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
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Q: For CRP, does this program require the State/Caltrans to prepare a statewide plan 
before CRP funds can be obligated? 
A: The CRP does require the State to develop a State Carbon Reduction plan, which is 
underway with CalSTA taking the lead.  This plan does not need to be in place to obligate the 
currently allocated CRP funds from Cycle 2022 (first CRP cycle). 
 
Q: So, based on Mr. Baca's response, the 200,000+ category apportionments will be 
released simultaneously with the other population categories? 
A: The 2022 FFY 200,000+ (a.k.a. over 200,000 population category) apportionment, to 
MPOs/RTPAs and Counties, is currently available on the DLA CRP web site.  See the "2022 
Estimated CRP Local Apportionment – Over 200K (pdf)" link at the bottom of the CRP web 
page.  This is for Cycle 1 of the CRP.  We do not yet have the 2023 apportionments. 
 
Q: Can the slides be shared with us? Thanks! 
A: Yes, the recording will be posted, along with today's materials. You will be notified of this 
resource when available. Materials Link: 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://apps.cce.csus.edu/portal/?forumID=6284 
 
Q: Did HBP replace the HBBR program that was previously administered by CTC? 
A: The Highway Bridge Program (HBP) replaced the Highway Bridge Rehabilitation and 
Replacement Program (HBRRP), but remains the same.  It was more of a name change. 
 
Q: is there a link to check Project Prioritization List? 
A: This is the HBP web page link. 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-bridge-program 
 
Q: PROTECT competitive grant. NOFO is yet to be released? 
A: True, most of the funds in the PROTECT program will be distributed through formula funding.  
However, there are two types of PROTECT direct application grant opportunities, Planning 
Grants and Competitive Resilience Improvement Grants.  Hence there will be a NOFO for a 
portion of the PROTECT funds. 
 
Q: Is BIP project application go to Caltrans or directly to Federal? 
A: BIP applications get sent directly to FHWA. 
 
Q: March 2018 Prioritization list is that the latest list? 
A: No, there is a 2022 Prioritization list that will be posted once the projects are programmed. 
 
Q: is the List updated annually or every 4 years? 
A: The HBP prioritization is usually every 2 years.  The HBP has been over perscribed, so no 
new projects were added 2 years ago.  The 2022 list has projects from 4 years ago as well. 
 
Q: What can be funded with CFP/CDS?  Local pavement maintenance? 
A: It depends.  The CPFCDS funds are similar to past earmark funding programs, inasmuch as 
the eligible work MUST fit the legislated scope of work. 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/apps.cce.csus.edu/portal/?forumID=6284
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Q: How is the ER provision for resiliency improvements different than hazard mitigation? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Just for clarification, there will be some federal funds for HSIP cycle 11? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Is there timeline to launch the state program for the Reconnecting Communities grant 
program? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: How do we know where our HPB bridge project is in the queue? We are currently in 
the RW phase and hoping to start construction next year. Is there a priority list available? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: When will the Railroad Crossing Elimination application start again after September 
30, 2022? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: For the HSIP program, you mentioned that it could become federalized.  Does that 
mean that the Environmental document needed for the project would have to have NEPA 
approval and would the approving agency be Caltrans? 
A: Richard Ke and Chiu Liu are our HSIP Program Managers, so you will need to contact them 
for the definitive answer on this.  This being said, for federal projects in general, NEPA is 
required and the local agency responsible for NEPA oversight on most local agency Federal Aid 
projects administered through FHWA is Caltrans. 
 
Q: Thank you Bob 
A: More information will be available on our DLA web site over the next several weeks on the 
different programs.  You may also contact me if you have any questions on the programs not 
found on the DLA web site.  As the programs are implemented, we will have a HQ Coordinator 
that will also be available to answer questions. 
 
Q: If project was funded by HBP for design and right of way, could it receive funding for 
construction from BIP? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Would Active Transportation Plan updates be eligible for the for SSA4 program 
funding provided safety is incorporated in the update? 
A: Maybe, it always depends on the details of the project.  We will soon have a SS4A web page 
that will help you with the edibility requirements.  In the meantime, check the U.S. DOT web 
page on SS4A and the SS4A NOFO. 
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Q: So up to the congressional staff putting forth the earmark then? 
A: For the CPFCDS program, the U.S. Congressperson or U.S. Senator directly selects the 
projects to nominate the each cycle of the CPFCDS.  Check out the representatives web site or 
contact their staff for more information on how you may request an earmark for this program 
from them.  Many of them have links on their web page for this. 
 
Q: The biggest barrier to delivering projects is Caltrans hiring all of our engineers. 
A: It’s a comment therefore not answered. 
 
Q: When will be the DBE training? We've been waiting for it for a while. 
A: Good morning, Richard,  
 
The Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) training has been recorded and is located on the 
below website: 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/training  
 
The Division of Local Assistance is internally discussing plans to develop a Civil Rights 
Academy (CRA) that will cover federal programs such as DBE, Title VI, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  DLA endeavors to release training dates via the blog once the plans for a CRA 
are solidified and DLA has scheduled presentation dates: https://www.localassistanceblog.com 
 
Q: Will the on demand" training for each individual topic be free? The training portal has 
a few video recordings. Will it be expanded to include all topics? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Will you also audit different districts/HQ to see how Caltrans staff (ROW, Utility, 
Environmental, Structures) help or stall getting local agencies through the process?  
Procedures and timelines vary widely when Caltrans staff changes. 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Can you clarify - are all agencies required to go through the certification process? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: I have heard the term "responsible charge" before and from you today and I don't 
understand its use.  Can you explain whether that term refers to a person or an agency? 
please elaborate? Thank you. 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Is CT introducing a portal with all pre-requisite trainings and ability to create an 
agency profile with connections to those staff or responsible charge personnel and 
projects delivered. Since there are more rigorous upfront information required, it might 
be better for agency to store them, improve them and use for future projects efficiently. 
Pre-qualify etc. 
A: Live answered. 
 

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/training
https://www.localassistanceblog.com/
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Q: Is the Caltrans Financial Document Review Process (for issuing Caltrans Acceptance 
ID #s to firms) a part of this LPA Citification? It seems some of the documents required 
for that process are also a part of this certification process. 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: You mentioned that this is a pre-award audit. Are there cases where a post-award 
audit would be allowed due to timing of urgent projects/emergencies, funding 
requirements, etc.? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Are the LPA self-assessment resources available online? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Can you discuss briefly on how do you coordinate the CIP budget with the Finance 
Department? Who initiates the process? Do you adopt a 5-year CIP plan? Adopt an 
annual budget? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Do you have any suggestions for working with CTLA on NEPA and R/W? 
A: Hi Graham, in Napa County for Environmental, I would suggest reaching out to Tom Holstein, 
Senior Environmental Planner and the branch Chief for D4 Environmental. If you have not had a 
project for a while, staff has changed or there are other issues, it is good to get to know the 
team. When you are preparing a PES Form, contact Tom's team prior to sending it in. If you 
have Field Reviews invite the Environmental Team to come along. They can answer questions 
in the field and perhaps suggest ideas on how to lessen potential impacts. Communication is 
key! 
 
Q: Karla, Hernan, how do you keep the project team feel responsible/accountable? In our 
agency, the main project manager is pretty much the only one who is accountable 
because their name is attached to the project. All plan reviewers/other supportive 
departments such as real estate, fiscal, etc, are not on the hook to be responsible. A lot 
of delays are due to internal team members not responding to requests in time. 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Great presentation Karla.  Sounds like you have a full team of qualified individuals for 
project delivery on grant funded projects.  Are you hiring? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: How did you deal with Caltrans internal conflicts such as Environmental that want a 
small project footprint and Traffic Operations that may push for safety features resulting 
in bigger projects? 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Can you put Deadline dates and auto reminder emails in Microsoft Planner? 
A: Live answered. 
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Q: Thank you for your response Kelly. Tom has been helpful with NEPA and NMFS 
review. Next is the R/W certification and I will communicate with R/W staff and DLAE 
A: I work with Tom regularly he is one of our go-to guys!! If you ever have concerns, you can 
also reach out to me. I'm the Chief of the DLA Office of Environmental Analysis and Outreach 
here in Sacramento. 
 
Q: Is there a sign-in sheet for who attended? 
A: No, there is not a sign-in sheet.  This is an open forum for public agencies. 
 
Q: Sometimes it is not just the agency's lacking for being able to deliver projects but 
rather the level of service from DLAE can vary from 0 to 100 between jurisdictions. 
A: Live answered. 
 
Q: Do we know when the recording will be made available? 
A: You will be notified when it is available through Sacramento States College of Continuing 
Education email. 
 
 
 

Links 
 

LTAP Website: https://californialtap.org   
 

Previous Local Assistance Day Recordings & Materials: https://californialtap.org 
  
DLA Home Page: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance  

 
Contact us at: Caltrans.DLA@dot.ca.gov  

 
DLA Blog – News & Office Bulletins: https://www.localassistanceblog.com   
  
DLA Email Announcement Sign-up for News & Trainings:  
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/other-important-issues/subscribe-to-dla-email-list   
 
DLA Training & Resource Page: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/training  
  
Division of Local Assistance Contact: Caltrans.DLA@dot.ca.gov  
 
District Local Assistance Contacts: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/other-important-
issues/local-assistance-contacts  
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