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What is the 
Preliminary 
Environmental 
Study form?

Commonly referred to as 
the PES form for short

Also known as 
Exhibit 6-A of the 
Local Assistance 

Procedures Manual 
(LAPM) 

Environmental Scoping 
document

“Living Contract” of 
sorts
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PES: https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c06/06a.pdf

https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c06/06a.pdf


What is the Purpose of the PES Form

• Paints a picture of the project

• Provides programming information

• Identifies potential environmental 
concerns that your project may trigger

• Preliminarily determines the NEPA 
Class of Action (CE, EA, or EIS)

• Identifies required Technical Studies 
& Permits for your project
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Where can the PES be found?

• The PES is located in Chapter 6 of the Local 
Assistance Procedures Manual (LAPM)

• Instructions for completing the PES form 
in Chapter 6, Exhibit 6-B
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PES: https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c06/06a.pdf

https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c06/06a.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/ch06.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/guidelines-and-procedures/local-assistance-procedures-manual-lapm
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c06/06b.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c06/06a.pdf


Who creates the PES package?

The project proponents: 

• Local Agency staff

• Consultant
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Caltrans only 
reviews and 
comments on 
the PES



PES Form 
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The PES Form
(Pages 1- 12)
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Access the PES Form in pdf version: https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c06/06a.pdf

https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c06/06a.pdf
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 1 

• Basic Project and 
Contact Info

• Funding Info

• Project Description

• Design Information
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 2

• Attachment Reminders

• Potential Environmental 
Effects
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 3

• Be Complete
• Address all the 

questions
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 4 

• Requested Studies 
section after CT review

• Caltrans will fill this 
section out
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 5



16

PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 6
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 7

• If you know you will 
need permits ahead of 
time, please mark that 
section yourself

• Additional studies or 
notes will be located at 
the bottom of this page
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 8 
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 9 

• Sections E & F are 
Caltrans’ responsibility

• Section G is the Local 
Agency’s responsibility
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 10

• This page is Caltrans’ 
responsibility



21

PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 11

• Be complete

• Provide explanations of 
your answers in Section 
A 
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

Page 12

• Use the continuation 
section or a 
continuation sheet if 
needed
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PES Form 

Exhibit 6-A 

• Example of a continuation of a project description



PES Package
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What’s included in the PES Package?

• PES Form
• Completely filled-in

• Contains project scope and limits

• Expected Final Design Date

• PES Form Attachments
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PES 
Package

PES form

FSTIP/FTIP

Regional Map

Project Location 
Map

(Borrow/Disposal 
Sites)

Project footprint 
map 

(existing/proposed 
ROW)Engineering 

drawings 
(existing/proposed 

cross sections)

FEMA FIRM

VIA Checklist

GeoTracker Map

USFWS/NMFS 
Species Lists (if 

needed)



PES Package Attachments
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Regional Map
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Location Map
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GeoTracker Map

29GeoTracker: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/

https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/


USFWS IPaC
Resource List
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IPaC List: https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
Information for Planning and Consultation 

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/


FEMA FIRM
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FEMA: https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home


Visual 
Impact 
Assessment (VIA) 
Checklist
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VIA: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-visual-impact-
assessment/lap-via-questionnaire

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-visual-impact-assessment/lap-via-questionnaire


Location Photos
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PES… 



General Overview

▪ Provide a complete project description, including the project’s:

▪ Purpose and need 

▪ Exact location and project limits, 

▪ Any right of way requirements, and details of the work 

required.  

▪ Project description must match that described in the Federal 

State Transportation Improvement Program (FSTIP).

▪ Check all boxes appropriately 

▪ Use the notes pages to support conclusions in 

Section A. Potential Environmental Effects.
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Biological and Cultural Resources

▪ Provide a plant palette when re-planting trees or shrubs.

▪ Provide list of species to be planted and removed

▪ Indicate whether trees or shrubs will be removed (clearing and grubbing).

▪ Provide location for equipment staging (if necessary) or explain that the 

contractor will be responsible for the staging area.

▪ Provide a depth of excavation, no matter how small (as needed).  

▪ State whether Best Management Practices (BMP’s) will be followed

▪ State whether coordination with other agencies 

is happening, or is needed (USFWS, USFS, Tribes, ACOE, etc.)
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Attachments

38

• Provide detailed maps with the project limits clearly identified (Location and 

project footprint maps at minimum).

• Provide all available preliminary engineering drawings or schematics with 

the PES form.

• Provide a filled out Visual Impact Assessment Checklist with the PES



▪ Please provide a FEMA Flood Map with your project location marked on it.

▪ Provide a GeoTracker (or equivalent information) print-out to support Hazardous Waste decision.

▪ Check Air Quality boxes correctly including conformity exemption type.

▪ Please provide a USFWS Species List with all project submittals.  

The list must be generated no later than 6 months prior to submittal of the PES. 

▪ Please provide a National Marine Fisheries Service Endangered Species Act Species List with all 

projects. 
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Attachments (continued)



Finalizing

▪ Do not leave questions blank (unless otherwise instructed).

▪ Ensure the PES form has been signed by the Local Agency Staff/Consultant 

AND the Local Agency Project Engineer. Both are required to begin the process. 

▪ Provide required technical studies as soon as possible, after the PES has been signed.  

▪ If you have questions, please contact your District Local Assistance Engineer (DLAE). 
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41

PES Process



The PES Process 
and Environmental Planning
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1. PES package is submitted to Environmental Planning by the Local Area Engineer (LAE). It is 

logged in and briefly reviewed for completeness.

2. A complete submittal includes the following: PES form (with boxes checked, notes page filled 

in, two signatures in Section G.), Field Review Form, Maps, VIA Checklist, NMFS ESA 

Species List (if applicable), USFWS Species List (if applicable), Geotracker print out, 

FEMA Floodplain Maps, and SCAG FTIP page with the project listed.



3.   Completed PES package is transmitted to Senior Environmental Planner (SEP) for project 

delivery.  It is then assigned to an Environmental Planner (EP) for processing.

4. EP reviews all information provided in the PES submittal.

5. If there are inconsistencies on the PES, the EP will return it to the LAE with comments and 

wait for re-submittal of a corrected PES (Make sure to address all comments prior to 

resubmittal of the PES) 
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The PES Process and Environmental Planning
(continued) 
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6.  The EP will give the PES, Maps, and any related information to the specialists for review.

A. ALL projects will be reviewed, at a minimum, by our Cultural and Biological Studies Offices.

B. All specialists are given a minimum of 30 calendar days for their review of the PES.

C. If further studies are required, the LAE will notify the Local Agency via a signed PES.

C1) Upon receipt of the requested studies, the EP and the specialists will continue to 

process the project.  

C2) Specialists typically receive 3 to 4 weeks to complete their first review of a technical study 

and 2 weeks for each subsequent review. Upon acceptance of the tech studies by the 

specialists, the EP will have the Environmental Document, or the CE, signed by the 

Senior Area Engineer (SAE) and the SEP overseeing the project.

The PES Process and Environmental Planning (continued) 
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C3) Once signed, the project will be sent to the AE, the SAE, and subsequently sent to the    

Local Agency.  

7.  This step concludes the Environmental Process. 

The PES Process and Environmental Planning (continued) 



PES Summary

• Be Complete

• More information is better than less information

• Communicate with your local district

• Early coordination is key

• Do not provide any studies prior to a signed PES
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DLA Environmental Compliance & Outreach Office
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Kelly Hobbs – Supervising Env. Planner

• Chief, Office of Environmental Compliance and Outreach (ECO)

• Kelly.Hobbs@dot.ca.gov

• (916) 838-9085

Quint Chemnitz – Sr. Env. Planner 

• Environmental Policy & Training Coordinator 

Districts 7, 8, 11, & 12

• Quint.Chemnitz@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 444-9563

Lupe Jimenez – Sr. Env. Planner 

• Environmental Policy & Training Coordinator 

Districts 2, 3, 6, & 9

• Lupe.Jimenez@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 559-1042

Haiyan Zhang – Sr. Env. Planner

• Environmental Policy & Training Coordinator 

Districts 1, 4, 5, & 10

• Haiyan.Zhang@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 599-3448

Jonny Oshalim – Sr. Env. Scientist (Spec)

• Project Delivery/Database Coordinator, Statewide

• Jonathan.Oshalim@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 599-1286

Sammantha Soto – Sr. Environmental Scientist, Specialist

• Resource Agency Coordinator 

Districts 1, 4, 5, 6, 9, & 11

• Sammantha.Soto@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 599-3198

Danielle Elledge – Sr. Environmental Scientist, Specialist

• Resource Agency Coordinator 

Districts 2, 3, 7, 8, 10, & 12

• Danielle.Elledge@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 559-3341

Contacts

mailto:Kelly.Hobbs@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Quint.Chemnitz@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Lupe.Jimenez@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Haiyan.zhang@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Jonathan.Oshalim@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Sammantha.Soto@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Danielle.Elledge@dot.ca.gov


Questions
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