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NEPA Revalidation/Re-Evaluation 
Process



Process Overview
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Background

3



What is the Revalidation/Re-Evaluation 
(Reval) form used for…

• Used to determine if the environmental document or 
decision remains valid.

• Regulations and Guidance:
• 23 CFR 771.129

• NEPA Re-Evaluation Joint Guidance for FHWA, FRA, FTA 
(08/14/2019)
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Where is the Revalidation Form found?

• Chapter 33 of Caltrans’ Standard Environmental Reference (SER)

• Chapter 6 of Caltrans’ Local Assistance Procedures Manual (LAPM)

5

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/environmental-analysis/standard-environmental-reference-ser/volume-1-guidance-for-compliance/ch-33-reevaluations
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/environmental-analysis/standard-environmental-reference-ser
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/ch06.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/guidelines-and-procedures/local-assistance-procedures-manual-lapm


Revalidation Triggers
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What Triggers the Revalidation Process?
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Trigger 1: Project is Proceeding to the Next Major Federal Approval     
(Applies to all NEPA Documentation)

Trigger 2: Project Changed 
(Applies to all NEPA Documentation)

Trigger 3: Three-Year Timeline 
(Applies to EISs Only)

Revalidation Flowchart

https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/environmental-analysis/documents/ser/f0004159-ch33-3trigger-combined-a11y.pdf


Project is Proceeding to the Next Major Federal Approval

▪ No changes to the project

▪ Environmental doc./decision 
remains valid

▪ Email or letter from project 
proponent stating no changes
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Change in Scope, Setting, Effects, 
Mitigations Measures, Requirements

• If there are any changes in your 
project’s scope, environmental setting, 
or effects to the mitigation measures 
required for your project, or in the 
NEPA requirements effecting your 
project. 

• Down-scoping/Up-scoping

• Increase/decrease in project limits
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Three-Year Timeline 
(Environmental Impact Statements Only)

• For Environmental Impact 
Statements, revalidations are 
required every three years from the 
date it was originally signed, to the 
date that construction commences/is 
completed/is authorized.

• Triggers 1 and 2 also still apply
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When is a Revalidation Needed?

Project Need Identified
Preliminary 
Engineering

Final Design & Permits Right of Way Construction
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Local Assistance Project Development Milestones

PES Package
CE/Env. Doc Revalidation Revalidation



Roles and Responsibilities
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Who Initiates the Process?
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• While Caltrans staff completes the revalidation form, 
it is the local agency’s responsibility to notify Caltrans 
of any changes to the project’s scope or limits.

• The Local Area Engineer will work closely with the 
Project Proponent to remind them to revalidate at all 
the correct times in the process. 



Who Does What?
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PROJECT PROPONENT

▪ Requests a revalidation via the DLAE or designee

▪ Provides clear documentation of the conditions that 
trigger the revalidation

▪ Documentation of the changes in environmental 
impacts or mitigation

CALTRANS

▪ Reviews the request for revalidation

▪ Works with the project proponent on additional 
information, if needed

▪ Determines whether the original environmental 
decision remains valid

▪ Fills out the Revalidation form



Documentation
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How is it Documented?

• Caltrans and FHWA have agreed to 
use the NEPA/CEQA Revalidation 
Form for documentation.

• The analysis and documentation 
should be minimal (for example, 
memo to file, or email).

• Document only the changes (if any).
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• Basic Project Information

• NEPA Conclusion

• Concurrence
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• CEQA Conclusion…
Does not apply to 
Local Assistance
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• Explanation of changes, 
if any, to your project



Summary
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• Document only the changes (if any).

• If the project is simply moving to the next major 
federal milestone state it on an email or letter on 
City/County letterhead.

• Revalidations can be processed at any point after 
completion of your project’s environmental 
document or CE determination, to the extent that 
there are federal approvals for the project.

• Note that revalidations do not necessarily re-open 
the original NEPA decision, they simply consider 
whether it still holds.



DLA Environmental Compliance & Outreach Office
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Kelly Hobbs – Supervising Env. Planner

• Chief, Office of Environmental Compliance and Outreach (ECO)

• Kelly.Hobbs@dot.ca.gov

• (916) 838-9085

Quint Chemnitz – Sr. Env. Planner 

• Environmental Policy & Training Coordinator 

Districts 1, 7, 8, & 11

• Quint.Chemnitz@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 444-9563

Lupe Jimenez – Sr. Env. Planner 

• Environmental Policy & Training Coordinator 

Districts 2, 3, 6, & 9

• Lupe.Jimenez@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 559-1042

Haiyan Zhang – Sr. Env. Planner

• Environmental Policy & Training Coordinator 

Districts 4, 5, 10, & 12

• Haiyan.Zhang@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 599-3448

Jonny Oshalim – Sr. Env. Scientist (Spec)

• Project Delivery/Database Coordinator, Statewide

• Jonathan.Oshalim@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 599-1286

Sammantha Soto – Sr. Environmental Scientist, Specialist

• Resource Agency Coordinator 

Districts 1, 4, 5, 6, 9, & 11

• Sammantha.Soto@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 599-3198

Danielle Elledge – Sr. Environmental Scientist, Specialist

• Resource Agency Coordinator 

Districts 2, 3, 7, 8, 10, & 12

• Danielle.Elledge@dot.ca.gov

• (279) 559-3341
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Questions
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